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REMARKS OF SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD 
In honor of 
Senator Robert c. Byrd 
At the ' Democratic Dinner at Poca High School 
Poca, West Virginia 
Saturday, November 22, 1969 
6:30p.m. 
I am delighted to be here tonight. I am delighted 
that I have been invited to join this gathering to honor 
the Democratic Party and to pay tribute to a man whom I 
have the privilege of calling a friend and colleague in 
the United States Senate. Robert Byrd and I have worked 
side by side for nearly ll years on behalf of our respec-
tive States and the United States. 
This audience is acquainted with much of the dis-
ti~guished record of accomplishments which have high-
lighted Senator Byrd ' s career in the United States Senate. 
Nc member of that body has pursued his state's interest 
and the public good with more diligence or more effectively. 
~l tl~ ----' xr rtf) 
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Coming from Montana, I know the d ifference between a 
s h ow horse and a work horse. I also know that in Congress 
b eing the former may get your pic t ure and name in the papers. 
Be i ng the latter will inevitably gain you the respect and 
admiration of your constituents and colleagues. 
Senator Robert Byrd of West Virginia is not a show horse. 
He is a hard worker and the goals he seeks are those that 
perhaps drew us together early . Both of us speak for places 
where t h e land and water are a common language •of economic 
sur v i val; where a concern for natu re and for nature's 
resources demands that they be used for the good of all 
and not f or the profit of a few. Above all, we speak for 
peop le who believe in a d ecent peace and who want it sought 
by the ir gove rnment without "ifs," "ands," or "buts." 
We speak as Democrats, but whatever their party affili-
ation or ab s e nce of it, we try to act on behalf of all of 
the peop l e o f our states. 
The ch a r acter of Robert Byrd is written into his 
outstandin g record in y o ur s t ate a nd in the House and 
Senate . His is a fierc e i n t egrit y o f mind and an un-
bridled independence of sp i rit. His is a vision of a 
splendid tomorrow for this Na tion and for its diverse 
peoples. And the people of West Virginia have long 
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r e cognized thes e o u tstanding qualities . 
It was at the early age of 28 that Bob was elected 
t o the West Vi r gin ia State House of Delegates . Since t hen 
he has held more legislative elective o f f ices than any 
o ther person i n the h i story of West Vi r g inia, moving 
from the State Ho use t o the United States House of Repr e -
senta t ives and o n to t he Senate. He has succeed ed becaus e 
he h as spoken out and he has spoken out forcefully and 
effec t ively on t he most important iss ues o f the times. 
Time and again , f or ins tance , Senato r Byrd has warned o f 
the d a ngers of high i nterest r ates , inflation and inequi-
tab le taxation. Time a nd again , h e h as stood almost alo ne 
in beating back one or more o f t hes e assaults o n the well-
being of people of mod e rate income . 
His warnings have gone unheeded f or too l ong. Now t he 
squeeze is on. I n flatio n is taking its t oll out of t he s~andard 
of living of t ens of mi llions of Americans . Consume r p rices h a ve 
gone up 6 percent t his year . Inflat ion rides the market- basket 
of every shopper. Food prices are 5.7 percent ab o ve the level 
of a y ear ago . Bee f is up 13 pe r cent . Eggs are up 15 percent . 
Tne cost of mo rtgages, r eal estate, tax e s, insurance, repairs 
and r e lated expenses are up ll perce n t ove r 1968 . 
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Unemployment was 3 . 5 percent in August7 it was 4.0 
percent in September--the highest level in two years, and 
the highest monthly increase since 1960 . It may be a matter 
of coincidence , but 1960 also happens to be when the last 
Republican Administration was in charge in Washington. I 
repeat, it may be a matter of coincidence 7 t hen , again, it 
may also be a matter of stubborn Republicanism. Note that 
with a 5 percent unemployment rate predicted in 1970., the 
Administration still declines to say whethe r this level would 
be "unacceptable." 
Robert Byrd does not decline to say. I know he does not 
find a 5 percent rate of unemployment acceptable, jus·t as he 
did not find an 8 percent prime interest rate acceptable. Bob 
Byrd is not the kind of Senator who will embr ace a recession or 
depression i n the guise of curbing an inflation. 
Nor is Bob willing to settle for the neglect of older 
Americans , of those who are unable to pay today's skjt- high living 
costs out of a meager social security pension . Bob advocates 
a broad overhaul of our social security program. He knows that 
the elderly simply cannot survive adequate ly on present pens i on 
benefits. He says that eligibility should begin earlier and that 
widows should obtain a pension when they reach 50. What Bob says 
)t r" " 
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i s true and not only does he say it with words. He. is there, 
p r e ssing for it with hard work and with a deep commitment as well. 
Like Bob also, I have a close affinity for mines and miners, and 
fo r t h e problems that have beset this age-old industry and those 
who have devoted a lifetime laboring beneath the ground, risking 
thei r lives so that others may enjoy the benefits yielded from the 
ear t h. Senator Byrd understands these problems . He is working to 
solve them. During the consideration of the Coal Mine Safety Act 
two months ago, Senator Byrd took the floor of the Senate to urge 
the approval of a provision that compensates those who have been 
disabled by a lifetime devoted to the mines . In pressing this 
spec ial benefit Bob said--and I quote--"I f eel that today we 
have proposed a measure which will bridge an important gap, and 
which will bring new hope to the mining population. I feel that it 
is necessary that we provide a wa y for old, disabled miners and 
their familie s to live without b eing dependent upon welfare. In 
so many instances , they l o ng ago exhausted their unemployment 
compen s a t ion benefits , a nd have b e en f orced to go to the wel f are 
offices , or t o their chi ldren and stand up with their hats in t h e i r 
hands and ho pe for assis t ance . He re today we not only provide 
f or some me a s ure of assistance to the old, disabled, retired 
mine~. but a l so lend some assistance to his children, who othen~ise 
uould have to provide help for their parents." 
Afte r he sat down , the Senate approved the Miner Health 
X I 110' ,-;;,~ 
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disability provision by a vote of 91 to nothing. That is what 
I call a successful Senator. 
It has been said that the measure of a man's success may be 
determined by comparing what he is with what he might have been, 
what he has done with what he might have done. In other words, 
a man with ten aptitudes who has developed only five of them is 
not as great a success as a man who strives to develop himself 
to the fullest. 
Using that yardstick for success, Bob Byrd has achieved more 
than his fair share. A leading member of the all-important 
Senate Appropriations Committee, he has worked tirelessly to pare 
down Government costs where there is fat in the budget and to 
shore up worthwhi le programs that have suffered from neglect. He 
has worked just as effectively on the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
a Committee long reserved for the Senate's most able and analytical 
legal minds. In that respect, let me say that it was while serving 
in the Congress that Bob somehow found time to obtain his law 
degree . 
But above all, perhaps, Senator Byrd has distinguished himself 
most in the Senate as a member of the Leadership. It has been 
as the Secretary ~o the Senate's Majority Conference , a post he 
was elected to unanimously by the Senate Democrats, that he has 
demonst rated his outstanding capacity to bring together the varying 
viewpoints that represent the Democratic ~arty in the Senate. 
)(I ItO )(f liO 
~ rt r) 
Mike Mansfield Papers, Series 21, Box 45, Folder 44, Mansfield Library, University of Montana
-7-
His great success in this endeavor is due in large measure because 
he h imself has shunned the tags a nd labels that have come to 
c haracterize most politicians. If there is a label that fits, 
it is that of responsibility . Fo r Senator Byrd has exhibited 
the deepest concern for all of t he problems we face as this Nation 
enters another decade; a concern for the problems at home and 
the problems abroad and e specially for the most difficult problem 
of all today--the problem of Vietnam. 
I n sofar as Vietnam is concerned, let me say that I apprec i ate 
the President's difficulties in that situation as does Senator 
Byrd. To be sure, President Nixon did not make the problem of 
Vietnam. But, then, neither did President Johnson. Nor President 
Kennedy. Nor President Eisenhower. Its roots are deep and all 
of us , in a sense, have had a part in the planting. 
Nevertheless, the war remains. The responsibility is now. 
It is t he President's problem and, to the extent that we are 
Constitutionally empowered in the Senate and the Congress, it is 
our p roblem. 
I a m sure the President is seeking a way to peace according 
to his own lights. That h e has a pla n I do not doubt but he has 
yet to illuminate it. A rational peace remains to be achieved 
and I do not yet see how it can be achieved except by the dis-
engagement of this Nation--not in stops and starts--but in an 
--.., 
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orderly manner from this involvement which is not now, never was 
and never can be our war. 
This Nation must not be the dog that is wagged by the tail of 
the Saigon government. It must not be a rudderless ship waiting 
for the winds to shift in Hanoi. We must make our own decisions 
in the light of the Nation's highest interests. And so far as 
I am concerned, those interests call for the termination of our 
involvement in Vietnam at the soonest possible time. 
The decisions must not be made for us b~ the Vietnamese of 
any faction. Vietnam is their country , not ours. After we are 
gone from it, whether they be Nationalists , Viet Congs, Hoa Haos, 
Buddhists or Cao Daists--the Vietnamese will still live in it and 
with one another . 
On the issue of Vietnam, as on all other major issues of our 
times, the voice of Senator Byrd has not been silent and must not 
b e silenced . It is a constructive voice in the Senate, for the 
State of West Virginia and for the Nation . 
There are other voices and they are raised, now, on all 
sides of the question of Vietnam. As the war's frustrations 
persist, the divisions in the Nation are deepening. The anta go-
nisms are spreading . The decibels of violence and hatemongering 
are growing . 
In the circumstances, it would be well to bear in mind that 
the First Amendment to the Constitution protects every citizen's 
---'C illO 
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rights to speak his mind freely, to assemble peaceably and to 
petition the Government for a red ress of grievances. 'J~hat is t he 
bedrock of the Nation's freedom. The safeguarding of that right 
by Constituted authorities is not only a responsibility, it is a 
sacred duty. 
I stress the word "peaceable" assembly as it is involved in 
the exercise of these Constitutional rights because these are 
difficult days and threats of disruption hang heavily ov~r the/ 
UY ~, ... :c, c"'"' ~ 1 
Nation. I do not believe in license or violence. Those who 
' ,, 
resort t o it make a mockery of the Constitution. License and 
violence are contrary to law and those who violate the law must 
bear the consequences . 
Robe rt Byrd , I know, holds these sentiments. He knows the 
profound significance of the First Amendment to the survival of 
the Nat ion as well as the necessity for maintaining public order. 
He has defended both throughout his years in public life. He 
has stood not only for t he peaceful exercise of Constitutional 
rights by those with whom he may agree but by those with whom he 
~ay disagree . That is as it should be, that is as it can only 
be if the Republic is to r emain free . 
In concluding , let me ask all o f you to join in wo rking to 
hold the conf idence of the people where we Democrat s now posses:; 
it and to regain that confidence where it has been withdrawn. I 
am persuaded that the ~mocratic perception of the Nation's 
.--
)t',HO ~· ')( rrr. 
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horizons is in accord with the needs of the people of the Nation . 
We stand for a determination to bring the war in Vietnam to a 
rational end as soon as possible. We stand for a redirection of 
the Nation's resources from wasteful excesses in the name of 
defense and from other spending of irrelevance to meeting the 
urgent inner deficits of the Nation- -to strengthening education 
and health care, to safeguarding the air, water, land and re-
creational resources of the Nation, to improving the livelihood 
of all of the American people (whether on the £arms or in the 
cities), to advancing the welfare of the elderly and to the 
reinforcement of public safety throughout the Nation. 
There is a pressing need in the entire range of these basic 
requirements for a stable, progressive and satisfactory society. 
Democrats, out of power, must probe into these matters , not 
j ust with words but with hard work and deep commitment . Democrats 
i n power must act on these matters within the limits of t h eir 
capabilities. 
I know Democrats . I know what they can do . Montana's 
delegation in Washington is 100 perce nt Democratic--in both 
the House and the Senate. The Governor of Montana is a Democra t. 
Democratic success in Montana was achieved thJ;"ough hard work and 
a unified effo r t . Bob Byrd knows the meaning of these terms. 
He has been p ract i cing both for years in the Senate . With your 
he lp he will continue to do so in the years ahead . 
Y. Pil t'l 
I 
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